
Quick Guide to COVID-19 Coding
Is the 
test 

positive?

YES Code 
U07.1 

Are there 
manifestations?

*Respiratory 
symptoms and signs 

only, e.g, cough, SOB?

N
O

Code 
only 
U07.1

*GI, neuro and 
other 

symptoms?

Add codes for other 
non-respiratory 

symptoms

Code all related 
conditions after U07.1, 

such as:
Pneumonia J12.82

Acute Bronchitis J20.8
Acute respiratory failure 

J96.0-
Acute Respiratory 

Distress Syndrome J80
Coagulopathy D68.-

Has the 
patient had 

COVID?

Does the patient 
have residuals of 

COVID?
NO

Code 
Z86.16 

(history)

Y
E
S

N
O

Has there 
been 

exposure?
Code the 
residual 

followed by 
B94.8. Do 
not code 
U07.1 or 
Z86.16.

Code Z20.822. Use 
additional codes for 

any symptoms.

*Symptoms (R codes) are 
not coded when routinely 

associated with the 
condition. Respiratory 

symptoms are not coded 
with U07.1, however non-
respiratory symptoms are 

added.
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